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(g) Biopotential amplifier. 

(57) The invention refers to a generic, digitally 
controlled bioelectric signal amplifier for use in 
computerized electrophysiological systems. It 
offers a solution for a broad range of adjust- 
ment of high and low pass filtering with circuits 
that occupy a small volume. In case of fixed 
gain amplifiers, such as those used for ECG and 
EEG, a simple solution is proposed for the 
reduction of recovery time after an out of range 
input The amplifier comprises four blocks: 10, 
20, 30 ,40. Original solutions are included in the 
design of blocks 20 and 40. Block (20) is a high 
pass filter that with the next amplifier stage 
contains a feedback circuit This close loop 
multiplies the RC time constant by a coefficient 
of a value greater than 1 for input levels inside 
the range and less than 1 for out of range input 
levels. The last block (40) is formed by a sweep- 
able switched capacitor low pass filter. Block 
(10) is a pre-ampltfier and block (30) is a third 
amplification stage. 
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The present invention relates to the field of electronic medical equipment and more specifically that of 
amplifiers for bioelectrical signals such as Electroencephalogram (EEG) t Cerebral Evoked Potentials (EP), or 
Electrocardiogram (ECG). In the context of multichannel computerized systems the amplifiers function as a 
software controlled signal conditioning block. 

5 These signals are recorded in several frequency bands and have an added higher voltage continuous com- 

ponent, essentially due to the polarization potential of the electrodes. Thus, high pass-filters are needed before 
the total amplification of the signal. Also an automatic reduction of RC time constant in the presence of a voltage 
overload at the amplifier input has to be considered in order to avoid a prolonged blockage of the signal (par- 
ticularly for high time constants). Finally low-pass antialiasing filter with different cut-off frequencies are needed. 

10 Existing solutions occupy a considerable amount of space on printed circuit cards to perform these func- 

tions. This is due, to the number of capacitors needed for the implementation of the several cut-off frequencies, 
as well as the size of the value capacitors which are needed to obtain the larger time constants in the high pass 
filter. Additionally, the solutions for the time constant automatic reduction, as in the case of the Rumanian patent 
No.77897 , not only uses a relatively great amount of components, such as logic gates, but interrupts transito- 

15 rially the signal during a time after the overvoltage aparition, in order to obtain the complete capacitor discharge. 
This solution can contribute notably to the signal acquisition process delay in such cases where the presence 
of overvoltages generating artifacts is quite often. 
The objectives of the proposed solution are: 

To reduce the number and capacity of the capacitors as well as the number of analog switches used for 

20 the implementation of different cut-off frequencies in the high pass filter; by means of simpler and faster operat- 
ing circuit in the high-cut filter to reduce the recovery time of the EKG or EEG amplifier when the signal is blocked 
following an input overload; 

To improve the performance/component-count ratio in the low pass filters of amplifiers requiring several 
cut-off frequencies. 

25 The RC high pass filter of the proposed generic amplifier, icludes a positive feedback circuit which acts 
as, an RC time constant multiplier when is activated by means of analog switch. Thus, it is posible to duplicate 
the number of cut-off frequencies steps, e.g. from 4 steps obtained by switching of a resistance and a capacitor, 
up to 8 steps using only 4 analog switches, without requiring high-value capacitors or resistances to obtain 
higher time constants (3 seconds or more). 

30 In fixed gain amplifiers (such as those used for EEG and ECG recordings) another feedback loop is added 

through two avalanche which conduce when an overvoltage refered to the analog conversor input range occurs 
at the amplifier output Due th the established negative feedback, this solution allows, under the above men- 
tioned condition, to reduces the nominal time constant to a lower value. It also makes posible a fast recovery 
of the output level voltage down to a value close to the maximum of the operating range which results in a sig- 

35 nificantly lower signal blocking time. The proposed low pass filter is clock sweepable switched capacitor filter 
contained in a 14 pin IC such as LTC-1064-3 from UNEAR TECHNOLOGY. 

A more detailed description of the invention is contained in the following annexed figures; 
Figure 1 is a block diagram of an amplifier builded according to the proposed invention. Figure 2 is a detailed 
schematic representation of block No. 20, corresponding to the high pass filter circuit and the second amplifi- 

40 cation stage. 

The amplifier, as presented in Figure 1, comprises a pre-amplifier (10) connected to a low pass RC filter, 
a second amplification stage (20) whose output is connected to an optical isolation and and a third amplification 
stage (30). The output of this stage is in turn, connected to a dock sweepable switched capacitor low pass 
filter. 

45 The output of the pre-amplifier (10) is connected to the input (21) of the high pass filter and to the second 
amplification stage (20) illustrated in figure 2 and described is follows. 

C1 connected in parallel to C2 and to the branch formed by the series connection of S1 and C3 forms the 
capacity C of the RC filter, connected at one end to the input (21) and at the other end with the junction of R1, 
R2 and the noninverting input of A1. Resistance R1 connected in parallel to the branch formed by the series 

50 connection of R2 and S2, is connected through S3 with the output of A2 or with ground (0 V) via S4. A1 forms 
a non inverting amplifier. R3 is connected between the output and the inverting input and the branch formed 
by the series connection of R4 and R5 is connected between the inverting input and ground (0 V). The junction 
of R4 and R5 is connected to the non-inverting input of A2, whose output is connected to S3 and R3. The branch 
formed by the series connection of R7, Z1 and 22 is connected between the inverting input of A 2 (also connected 

55 to R6) and the output of A1 , which is the output (22) of block 20. 

The transfer function H(s) =V22(s)/V 2 i(s) of the circuit, where V 2 i (s) is the voltage at input (21) and V^s) 
is the voltage at output (22), is as follows 
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and V z , V F are the Zener or avalanche voltage, and the forward conduction voltage of the and Z 2 diodes 
25 respectively. 

When S 3 is closed and S4 is open, the positive feedback provided by A 2 -which acts as a voltage follower 
under the condition 



-provides the means to multiply the RC time constant avoiding the need for high-value capacitors or resistances 
to obtain higher time constants, e.g., equal to or over 3 sec, corresponding to a cut-off frequency of 0.05Hz 

35 and allowing also for the multiplication - through the action of S3 and S4 - of the number of steps for the adjust- 
ment of obtained through the change of value of C and R by the action of S1 and S2. Thus, for example, assign- 
ing the following relative values for C1, C2, C3, R1, R2, R4 and R4: C2 = 10C1; C3 = 10C2; R2 = R1; R5/R4 
= 100, the time constant, x, of the filter may be adjusted in two steps with a 2:1 ratio by S2; in two steps with 
a 10:1 ratio by S1 and in two steps with a 100:1 ratio by S3 and S4, thus allowing for a total of 8 steps. 

40 The branch formed by the series connection of Z1 , Z2 and R7 between the output of A1 (22) and the invert- 
ing input of A2, and the resistance R6 between the said inverting input and the output of A2, determine that for 



S3 closed, and S4 open the following holds: 



RC 



[^«3 + «4)-« 5 ]_l_ + 1 

which implies that t < RC, if R3 > R5 and R6^ R7. 
55 Thus, with G34 being the gain of blocks 30 and 40, Vm the maximum or full scale voltage of the A/D con- 

verter, and selecting the values of G34 and Vz such that 
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5 the time constant, t, assumes a value much lower than the nominal if the voltage at the output of the 

amplifier exceeds the operating range of the system when using the higher time constants through the effect 
of the feedback provided by A2, which under these conditions becomes negative. 

When a voltage overload is present at the input of the amplifier, the time that the signal remains blocked 
is comparable to the lower time constants and we get a faster recovery to a within range level near the maximum. 

10 The output (22) of block 20 is connected to the input (31) of an isolating block (30), whose output (32) is 
connected to the output (41) of the low-pass filter and the final buffer amplifier represented by block 40. 

For biopotential amplifiers of general purposes , this invention proposes the use of a clock sweepable swit- 
ched-capacitor low pass filter IC such as LTC1 064-3 manufactured by Linear Technology which is, furthermore, 
of the 8-pole Bessel type. 

15 This is a minimum space consuming solution to obtain adjustable cut-off frequencies in multiple steps within 
a broad range, as well as an excellent frequency response. 



Claims 

20 

1. Biopotential amplifier characterized by having a pre-amp (1 0) connected in series to a high-pass RC filter 
with digitally controlled cut-off frequencies associated to a second amplification stage (20) whose output 
is connected to an isolation stage and to a third amplification stage (30) connected in series with a low-pass 
filter and the output buffer amplifier (40) 

25 

2. A biopotential amplifier according to claim No.1 with a first order high pass RC filter whose capacity is for- 
med by the parallel connection of C1, C2 and the branch formed by the series connection of S1 and C3 
whose resistance R is formed by the parallel connection of R1 with the branch formed by the series con- 
nection of R2 and S2, characterized by having a feedback circuit that multiplies the RC time constant in 

30 a loop with the following amplification stage (A1), such that, A1 being an operational amplifier in a non 

inverting configuration with the junction of R and C (junction of C1, C2 t C3, R1 and R2) connected to the 
non-inverting input, R3 connected between the output and the inverting input and the branch formed by 
the series connection of R4 and R5 connected between the inverting input and ground (0 V). The junction 
of R4 and R5 is connected to the non-inverting input of a second operational amplifier (A2). The inverting 

35 input of A2 is connected to its output through R6 just forming a voltage follower. The other end of the resi- 

stance R (junction of R1 and S2) of the RC filter may be connected to the output of A2 via S3 or to ground 
via S4. 

3. A Biopotential amplifier according to claims No.1 and No.2 characterized by the fact that the described 
ao high pass filter feedback circuit has an additional loop through the branch formed by the series connection 

of R7, Z1 and Z2 between the output of A1 and the inverting input of A2 which in connection with R6 forms 
an inverting amplifier. 

4. Biopotential amplifier according to claim No.1 characterized by the fact that the low pass filter (40) is a 
45 clock sweepable switched capacitor low pass filter. 
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